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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 
         CASE NO. 19-CR-10319-PBS 
 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  ) 
      ) 
v.      ) 
      ) 
JOHN MICHAEL LYNCH,   ) 
 Defendant    ) 
 

SENTENCING MEMORANDUM 
 

BACKGROUND 

 John Michael Lynch submits this memorandum to assist 

the Court in fashioning an appropriate sentence. The 

defendant respectfully requests that the Court sentence him 

to thirty months incarceration, followed by a two year 

probationary term, forfeiture in the amount of $50,000 and 

restitution in the amount of $14,400, payable to the 

Internal Revenue Service. The defendant’s recommendation is 

a variance from the applicable U.S. Sentencing Guidelines 

range for the reasons stated below, including but not 

limited to the consideration that the defendant’s 

recommended sentence is “sufficient, but not greater than 

necessary” to meet the purposes of sentencing set forth in 

18 U.S.C. § 3553(a)(2).  
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Personal History of John Lynch 

Mr. Lynch is sixty-seven years old and is a married 

father of two. He graduated high school and has lived in 

the Boston area for his entire life. Mr. Lynch is one of 

thirteen children. His parents are both deceased and his 

father reportedly died of cardiac disease. Five of his 

siblings are deceased. Two of his siblings died from 

coronary artery disease, including his younger brother who 

passed in November of 2019. Mr. Lynch has been married for 

forty-three years and presently lives with his wife. He has 

a very close relationship with his two sons and is actively 

involved in their lives. 

Mr. Lynch suffers from several health issues including 

coronary heart disease, hypertension, hyperlipidemia, and 

underwent a triple bypass surgery in 2004. He takes 

medication to help his blood to clot. 

Mr. Lynch has dedicated his life to public service, 

both personally and professionally. Mr. Lynch contributed 

to the City of Boston for forty-three through his work at 

the Department of Neighborhood Development, where he helped 

create affordable housing within the city and most recently 

as the Assistant Director of Real Estate at the Economic 

Development Industrial Corporation.  
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Positive impact on the community 

 Mr. Lynch has received over fifty solicited and 

unsolicited letters of support from community members, 

individuals and organizations he has helped in the past, 

friends, and family members. This memorandum includes the 

submission of over two dozen letters to assist the Court in 

understanding Mr. Lynch’s positive impact and care for the 

community.1 

Mr. Lynch has demonstrated a longstanding commitment 

to helping others in his community. His investment, care, 

and dedication to the community are well reflected by those 

who he has positively impacted. For example, the President 

and CEO of the Boys and Girls Clubs of Dorchester, Bob 

Scannell, described Mr. Lynch’s loyalty to the community as 

“unparalleled[,]” and stated that the Clubs “would not be 

providing the level of services which we currently do if we 

had not met John along the way.”  

Reverend Dan Finn of the Boston Irish Pastoral Centre 

stated that Mr. Lynch’s “loving care of his mother, 

brothers and sisters have been a wonderful example and 

                                                
1 Appended to this Memorandum as Exhibit 1. The defendant 
has provided only some of the letters received and would 
have liked to submit all of the letters for the Court’s 
consideration, however, the defense appreciates the need to 
provide a full picture for the Court and at the same time 
respect the Court’s time. 
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source of inspiration.” He writes that Mr. Lynch “is a 

person who has made a big difference in doing good for so 

many people and contributed to the well-being and happiness 

of our community.” Mr. Lynch’s niece, Alison Brennan, 

described her uncle as just as important in the development 

of her siblings and herself as their parents, and stated 

that, “John instilled in us so many significant personal 

traits and morals just by witnessing him in day to day 

life. Respect, honesty, responsibility, and family. These 

are words we learned from watching him live his life.” 

Gregory L. Davis, Executive Director of Metro Boston 

Alive Educational Recovery Center, reflects that Mr. 

Lynch’s community support is far-reaching. John has “been a 

strong supporter of our work and efforts towards helping 

individuals and families in need of substance abuse and 

health services … He is a man who cares about those who are 

our most needy people living within the City of Boston, 

especially those individuals of Color.” Sister Margaret A. 

Leonard of the Little Sisters of the Assumption writes that 

“[i]n his person and in his relationships, John brought a 

compassionate, caring resourceful City right into the heart 

of our community. He helped us become aware of resources, 

proposals, programs developed by the City that could meet 

critical individual and family needs.”  
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In Mr. Scannell’s letter, he informs the Court that 

Mr. Lynch and his wife have purchased gifts for families in 

need at Christmas through the Boys and Girls Clubs of 

Dorchester for the last twenty-five years, and Mr. Lynch 

would also volunteer to buy clothing, groceries, and other 

necessities for low-income families at the Boys and Girls 

Club. 

Those who know him best consistently reflect that Mr. 

Lynch’s transgression is an aberration. Mary T. Alibrandi, 

stated that “[W]hat happened with John is so out of 

character.” Similarly, Reverend Finn “was shocked to hear 

of the present situation in which John finds himself, since 

it is so uncharacteristic of the John Lynch I know.” Edward 

Wallace shared, “I cannot reconcile the John I know with 

the crime he has committed”.  

Despite the community’s great disappointment in Mr. 

Lynch, his unequivocal admission of guilt, and his 

acceptance of responsibility, those who know him best still 

hold him in high regard. This sentiment can be seen as a 

reflection of his lifelong commitment to the community and 

positive impact on the community. John P. McGahan, 

President of the Gavin Foundation in South Boston, aptly 

emphasizes John’s “acts of kindness have been felt by many 

of our residents. I have always found John to be straight 
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forward, honest and kind hearted. It is my hope that the 

court will see what the good man that I have come to know.”  

 
Consequence of admitting responsibility and guilty 
conviction 
 

Mr. Lynch resigned after learning of the allegations 

against him. He ended his forty-three year career and a 

decades long passion of representing the City without 

acknowledgement for his years of commitment and sacrifice, 

with a profound sense of shame and embarrassment.  

Mr. Lynch is aware that at the time of his sentencing 

the Boston Retirement System will forfeit his right to a 

retirement allowance. See Exhibit 2 (Letter from Boston 

Retirement System dated September 5, 2019). Also, Mr. Lynch 

has been informed that his social security benefits will be 

suspended during any term of incarceration. Given his age, 

the convictions, and his medical conditions, Mr. Lynch’s 

earning capacity is substantially limited.  

Mr. Lynch is keenly aware of the negative impact of 

his actions on his reputation in the community and more 

importantly, the negative impact to the City that he has 

worked tirelessly over many decades to help, improve and 

protect. Mr. Lynch has unremitting remorse for the 

unwarranted attention he has brought upon his family and 

the City of Boston.  
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GUIDELINES 

1. Offense Level 

 Probation has determined the defendant’s applicable 

base offense level to be 26. USSG §2C1.1(a)(1); USSG 

§2C1.1(b)(2); USSG §2B1.1(b)(1)(G). The parties and 

Probation have also agreed that Mr. Lynch merits a three 

level decrease for acceptance of responsibility, USSG 

§3E1.1(a) and §3E1.1(b), bringing his total offense level 

to 23. 

2. Criminal History 

 Mr. Lynch has no record of criminal convictions. PSR, 

¶¶ 44-50. Consequently, his criminal history score is zero, 

placing him in criminal history category I.   

 

U.S. Sentencing Commissions Guidelines and request for a 
variance 
 

A sentence within the U.S. Sentencing Commission’s 

Guidelines as reported in the PSR and agreed to by the 

Government and defense is greater than necessary to 

accomplish relevant sentencing goals. Since the guideline 

range is not mandatory or presumptive, Gall v. United 

States, 552 U.S. 38, 51 (2007), and the guidelines are 

meant to serve as a “starting point” or “initial 

benchmark[,]” United States v. Martin, 520 F.3d 87, 91 (1st 
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Cir. 2008), the defendant urges the Court to consider that 

an advisory guideline that is greater than necessary or too 

draconian can be prevented by sentencing below the 

guidelines. See United States v. Jones, 352 F. Supp. 2d 22 

(D. Me. 2005). 

 In requesting a sentence of thirty months’ 

imprisonment, the defense has considered the goals of 

§ 3553(a) and the purposes of sentencing, as set forth in 

§ 3553(a)(2), including:  

(1) retribution (“to reflect the seriousness of 

the offense, to promote respect for the law, and to provide 

just punishment for the offense”); 

2) deterrence;  

3) incapacitation (“to protect the public from further 

crimes of the defendant”); and  

4) rehabilitation (“to provide the defendant with 

needed educational or vocational training, medical care, or 

other correctional treatment in the most effective 

manner”).  

The factors to be considered pursuant to § 3553(a) 

are: the nature and circumstances of the offense and the 

defendant’s history and characteristics; the need for the 

sentence to fulfill the four goals of sentencing described 

above; the kinds of sentences available; the guidelines and 
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policy statements issued by the Sentencing Commission; the 

need to avoid unwarranted sentencing disparities; and the 

need to provide restitution to victims, if applicable. 

Mr. Lynch is 67 years old and has absolutely no prior 

criminal convictions. Other than the transgression at issue 

in this case, he has had a remarkable career of public 

service, helping those in need and both professionally and 

personally, giving time and resources to better others.  

Mr. Lynch accepted payments totaling $60,000 from a 

real estate developer in exchange for his assistance in 

securing a permit the developer sought for a property, and 

failed to identify this money on his income tax returns. 

The property was undeveloped and the act did not victimize 

a particular person. To date, Mr. Lynch is the sole person 

who has accepted responsibility for this act. The illegal 

financial gain of $60,000 to Mr. Lynch is less than the 

amount the statute properly considers a violator to be 

responsible for pursuant to the statute.  

Mr. Lynch appreciates and accepts the need for a 

sentence of imprisonment given his crime and his role as a 

public official at the time he committed the offense. Given 

the need for punishment and incarceration it is important 

to consider how the sentencing goals reflected in § 3553(a) 

apply to Mr. Lynch.  
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The concept of deterrence is unlikely to be furthered 

with a lengthy jail sentence in Mr. Lynch’s case. With a 

lifetime of community service, and given his age and 

medical history, he is not a likely person to reoffend. The 

charge and admission of guilt alone are the strongest of 

deterrents. Moreover, given the dramatic changes to Mr. 

Lynch’s personal and professional life, it can fairly be 

said that a sentence of imprisonment is not needed to 

promote incapacitation and to protect the public from 

further crimes of Mr. Lynch. Mr. Lynch’s sense of shame and 

remorse is severe. While prison can often provide a 

reformative experience, the idea that incarceration will 

have a positive rehabilitative effect is remote.  

Despite the argument that a sentence of imprisonment 

is unnecessary to promote deterrence, incapacitation and 

rehabilitation in Mr. Lynch’s situation, he recognizes the 

seriousness of the offense, given his role as a former 

public official. With that role, Mr. Lynch accepts that  

retribution is an important goal of sentencing and a term 

of imprisonment would help the public to appreciate that he 

received serious and significant consequences for his 

actions.  

A sentence of 30 months of incarceration is a hefty 

sentence, particularly for a first offender, and adequately 
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represents the seriousness of the offense. Mr. Lynch led a 

law-abiding life before the conduct in this case. He had no 

criminal convictions, and has no substance abuse issues. 

Mr. Lynch quickly accepted responsibility for his conduct. 

CONCLUSION 

 For the reasons listed above, John Michael Lynch 

respectfully requests that this Honorable Court sentence 

him to 30 months’ incarceration.  

     
 Respectfully submitted,  
 JOHN MICHAEL LYNCH, 
 By his attorney, 

 
/s/ Hank Brennan  
Hank Brennan 
B.B.O. # 634036 
20 Park Plaza, Suite 400 
Boston, MA 02116 
617-201-5977 

  hb@hbjustice.com 
 
DATED: January 17, 2020 
 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 I hereby certify that the above document, which was 
filed today, January 17, 2020, using the CM/ECF system, was 
sent electronically to the registered participants as 
identified on the Notice of Electronic Filing (NEF). 
 
 
/s/ Hank Brennan  
Hank Brennan 
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EXHIBIT 2 
 

Case 1:19-cr-10319-PBS   Document 15   Filed 01/17/20   Page 53 of 55



Case 1:19-cr-10319-PBS   Document 15   Filed 01/17/20   Page 54 of 55



Case 1:19-cr-10319-PBS   Document 15   Filed 01/17/20   Page 55 of 55




